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- Support for Israel: Vance emphasizes the importance of supporting Israel in its conflict
with Iran, arguing that U.S. military presence should not be reduced while Israel is under
attack. He attributes Iran's military capabilities to financial support from the Biden
administration, criticizing the easing of sanctions and the release of funds.

- Troop Deployment in the Middle East: He advocates for a cautious approach to U.S. troop
deployments, stating that while he is open to discussing troop levels in specific countries, a
complete withdrawal would not send the right message, especially when U.S. interests are
at stake.

- Election Integrity and Response to Russian Interference: Vance discusses the issue of



foreign interference in U.S. elections, specifically Russian actions. He expresses skepticism
about the effectiveness of sanctions and emphasizes the need for a realistic approach,
prioritizing American interests over retaliatory actions against social media manipulation.

- Addressing Gender Issues in Campaigning: In response to concerns about the
campaign's appeal to women voters, Vance acknowledges the gender gap but asserts
confidence in the Trump campaign's ability to address women's concerns, focusing on
issues like safety and economic stability.

- Commitment to the Constitution: Vance reaffirms his commitment to the Constitution
and expresses confidence in Donald Trump's adherence to constitutional principles,
framing their campaign as focused on restoring economic stability and protecting
individual freedoms against perceived threats from the current administration.

Margaret Brennan 00:00:00
Um, well, thank you for making time for us. The last time we spoke, Iran had just launched
a ballistic missile attack on Israel. And, uh, this Friday, Israel did retaliate against Iran at
the debate. I asked you about your position, and you said it's up to Israel to do whatever it
is they think they need to do.

Margaret Brennan 00:00:21

The thing is, is that doesn't address the question of the safety of US military personnel in
the region right now, about 43,000 of them. It doesn't address the question of whether the
United States, as the largest weapons supplier, should have a say, as they do under US
Law, as to how those weapons are used.

Margaret Brennan 00:00:41

In a Trump Vance administration, would you keep the troops we have in the Middle east,
or would you pull them out as President Trump tried to do in his first administration?

JD Vance 00:00:50

Well, obviously, we have a lot of troops in a lot of different parts of the Middle East. I think
it's reasonable to support. Support Israel as it deals with this extremely unprovoked attack
from Iran. And let's step back a little bit here, because the reason that Iran has all of these
weapons to fire at Israel is because they have a lot of money.

JD Vance 00:01:05
And where do they get that money from? From the easing of oil sanctions and from the



release of a lot of money that the Biden Harris administration had effectively locked up.
They released it, and the promise of releasing it is that somehow it would make the
Iranians a better partner, would. Would maybe get them a little bit more on the trajectory
to being a reasonable country.

JD Vance 00:01:25

That's not happening. They're just using that money to buy weapons that they launch
against tightening up. Some of Americans. They're tightening them up. They're going in
the other direction after making a big mistake. And that big mistake was to empower Iran
financially to afford a lot of weapons that they're not firing, not just at the Israelis, but, uh,
also at us.

JD Vance 00:01:41

And they're also arming the Houthis, and that's obviously affecting global trade. So I think
the first and biggest mistake, the thing that we need to change, is we need to stop giving
the Iranians money that they use to make ourselves and our allies weaker in the region.
But when it comes to Israel specifically, look, I don't think that we should be taking assets
out of the Middle east at a time when our most important ally in the region is coming
under significant attack.

JD Vance 00:02:04

I don't think that would send the right message. And most importantly, it's not just Israel,

it's us. We have interests that are important in the Middle East. We Obviously have to deal
with the Houthis somehow because we want to reopen the lines of global trade. Very hard
to do that if we do a full scale withdrawal.

JD Vance 00:02:20

But, uh, are there certain countries where maybe we shouldn't have troops? I'm willing to
have that conversation, but, you know, you're talking about 14 different theaters, 14
different troop deployments. It's hard to make a, um, broad stroke conclusion about the
whole thing.

Margaret Brennan 00:02:33

Well, it'll be a specific question on Iraq, since the Biden administration said 2026, the year
you have to make a decision on troops. Do you have a view on that at this point?

JD Vance 00:02:42
On Iraq specifically?



Yes.

JD Vance 00:02:44

No. I mean, look, I think we need to look at the situation. We obviously need to have a
conversation with our, um, allies in Iraq and obviously recognize what is the direct
direction of Iraq. Are they becoming more and more allies of Iran? Are they becoming a
little bit more of a good partner in the Middle East?

JD Vance 00:02:58

So it's hard to say what we're going to do two years down the road, because we don't
know what the world is going to look like two years down the road.

Margaret Brennan 00:03:04
Um, staying on national security. As you know, the FBI and the Director of National
Intelligence on Friday said Russia is behind a fake video that is circulating of someone
tearing up ballots in Pennsylvania. The state we're sitting in right now, um, they assess
Russia will release more media like this in the coming weeks.

Margaret Brennan 00:03:24
What price should Moscow pay for trying to manipulate American voters?

JD Vance 00:03:29

Well, look, I think a lot of countries are going to try to manipulate our voters. They're going
to try to manipulate our elections. That's what they do. I think the bigger question is what
is in our best interest vis a vis Russia, not what price Russia should pay for putting out
social media videos.

JD Vance 00:03:43

And I think what's in our best interest vis a vis Russia is in particular for them to stop
supporting the Iranians as the Iranians engage in acts of aggression. And I think when it
comes to Europe, it's important for the killing to stop in Russia and Ukraine. I don't think
that we should set American foreign policy based on a foreign country spreading videos
on social media.

JD Vance 00:04:03

I think we should set American foreign policy based on what's in our best interest as a
United States.



You don't consider that election interference and crossing a red line?

JD Vance 00:04:12

I think it's bad. I think it's bad. But social media posts and social media videos, Margaret,
you want us to go to war because the Russians made a ridiculous video or paid for it?

Margaret Brennan 00:04:21

There are options other Than war, as you know, sanctions, other measures. I mean, that
doesn't.

JD Vance 00:04:25
This raises a difficult question, Margaret, because.

Margaret Brennan 00:04:27
Manipulating voters, it's part of our democracy.

JD Vance 00:04:30

Everything that we've tried, a lot of the sanctions that we've tried, they've gone off like a
wet firecracker. We promised at the beginning of the Russia, Ukraine war that we would
engage in financial nuclear war against the Russians. Biden administration, Harris
administration officials talked about how our sanctions would cripple their economy. They
didn't.

JD Vance 00:04:49
And so we have to be realistic about what America can accomplish, compare it against our
national interests, and just be smart about this. I don't think that we should overreact to
anything. What we should do is encourage our fellow Americans to be careful, don't trust
everything that you see on social media. And of course, we should push back where
appropriate.

JD Vance 00:05:06

But that's the big question is what is an appropriate response to a country making social
media videos? I'm not going to make a commitment to that sitting right here.

Margaret Brennan 00:05:14

Do you have full confidence that the state of Pennsylvania and the election officials here
are administering this election fairly? Do you foresee litigation in this state?



Look, I think that they're doing a good job. I think they're doing a better job than they
were in 2020. And most importantly, I think most Americans, um, are seeing, whether it's
voter ID in places like Wisconsin or Georgia, or a little bit of tightening of the regulations
around signature verification in places like Pennsylvania, that I think our elections are in a
pretty good spot in 2024.

JD Vance 00:05:44

Obviously, if something comes up, we don't know what the future is going to hold. If we
see evidence, for example, of an illegal alien casting a ballot, yeah, we're going to
challenge that in court. But seeing what I see right now, 10 days out from the election,
Margaret, I think Pennsylvania is in a really good spot.

JD Vance 00:05:57

I think we're going to win the state. And I think Pennsylvanians, Republicans, Democrats,
Independents, should have confidence in the elections here, at a minimum.

Margaret Brennan 00:06:04
Would you call on Moscow to knock it off, to not post videos like this in the coming weeks?

JD Vance 00:06:09

I'd call him to knock it off, but this is not a schoolyard. I call on Moscow to knock it off. Are
they actually going to do it? We need to have a real serious conversation with the Russians,
but also with ourselves about what tools of diplomacy and statecraft we have to dissuade
the Russians.

JD Vance 00:06:24

So, yeah, I condemn the Russians for funding fake social media, uh, views. But I don't think
that my job as a statesman, as a person who wants to be the next vice president of the
United States is to go engage in saber rattling. My job is to figure out how we can best
respond to these threats.

JD Vance 00:06:39

And unfortunately, thanks to Kamala Harris leadership, we're in a much weaker space vis a
vis Russia than we were three and a half years ago.

Margaret Brennan 00:06:46
I want to ask you about, uh, polling and where we are in this campaign.



Sure.

Margaret Brennan 00:06:51
Uh, former Republican Congressman Liz Cheney called you and Donald Trump
misogynistic pigs. She urged voters to look at what you have said in the past. And she said
of you personally, quote, you've got a real women problem. Do you think your ticket has a
women problem?

JD Vance 00:07:07

No, I don't think that we do. But we have to make our best case to women and to men as
well as we can. And, of course, women and men are going to decide where the chips
ultimately fall. I think it's a more interesting reflection of Kamala Harris's campaign that at
this late stage, she's not talking about how she can lower the price of groceries because
she raised the price of groceries.

JD Vance 00:07:24
She's not talking about how she can lower the price of housing because her policy saw a
40% increase in the cost of housing. She's going to Michigan with Liz Cheney, the person
whose father is responsible for the deaths of millions of innocent Arabs and tens of
thousands of, uh, innocent American troops, and saying effectively that if you elect me, I'm
going to have the foreign policy of Dick and Liz Cheney.

JD Vance 00:07:48

I don't think that message is going to fly in Michigan. I don't think it flies in Pennsylvania
either.

Margaret Brennan 00:07:51

They've actually not been talking about foreign policy. They've been talking about things
you've been saying. They've been talking about the threats to our democracy.

JD Vance 00:07:58
But, oh, Liz Cheney has definitely been talking about foreign policy, Margaret. She loves to
talk about how she would like to start wars with effectively every country all over the
world. Donald Trump is the candidate of peace. But I think they are talking a lot about
foreign policy.

Margaret Brennan 00:08:11

On the topic, though, of how the campaign is doing, our CBS polling shows a significant
gender gap here. 40% of women say the Trump campaign is paying too much attention to



men's concerns. 56% of women say the Trump campaign is paying too little attention to
women's concerns. You say one of your top advisors is your wife, Usha.

JD Vance 00:08:32
Yeah, the top adviser.

Margaret Brennan 00:08:34
So what is she telling you? Because the data says you do have a women problem.

JD Vance 00:08:38

Well, what she's telling me is we gotta make the case to women as well as we can and
ultimately trust in the wisdom of those women to make a determination about what's in
the best interest of their family. All I can say to women voters, and frankly, to men voters,
too, but to all Americans, is I think that Donald Trump is the person who's gonna lower the
cost of groceries.

JD Vance 00:08:57
I know that Donald Trump is the person who's going to secure the southern border.
Donald Trump has a plan to open up American energy, to lower the cost of goods, and to
make our neighborhoods and communities safer. I, uh, know a lot of women care a lot
about the safety of their communities.

JD Vance 00:09:12

What does it say about Kamala Harris leadership that violent crime has gone up? What
does it say about the fact that fentanyl overdose deaths have increased under her
leadership? I think that we can make a good case to women, but I'm not going to tell them
who they have to vote for. I'm going to try to persuade them.

JD Vance 00:09:28
The voters are ultimately going to decide.

Margaret Brennan 00:09:30
You took, uh, a vow, first as a Marine and then as a United States Senator to protect and
defend the Constitution of the United States of America. Can you assure the American
people that you will do everything you can, uh, to stand by that and to make sure that
President Trump abides by the Constitution?

JD Vance 00:09:47



Of course. But I don't worry about Donald Trump. I think that Donald Trump believes in
the Constitution. It's why he's running for president a third time, is because he's worried
that Kamala Harris has broken the greatest economy in the world and Donald Trump is
suspending it.

Margaret Brennan 00:10:01
The January 6 events, I don't have to retread the territory. You well know about
challenging.

JD Vance 00:10:06

I think that Donald Trump believes in the American Constitution. I know he does. I've seen
it in his actions. I've talked to him about it. But you asked about me and personally, yes.
My first loyalty is to the American people and to the United States Constitution. I think the
best way to serve loyally to those people and to that Constitution is to get us back in a
place where Americans can afford to live a decent life again.

JD Vance 00:10:29

That's why we're running the campaign focused on the affordability of goods. American
manufacturing. It's a big deal here in Erie, Pennsylvania, and certainly on securing that
southern border. I think the threats to our Constitution. Morgan, I do think they're real.
The threats to our Constitution come from Kamala Harris, who's saying that she wants to
censor Americans instead of persuade them.

JD Vance 00:10:50

Whether you agree with me or Donald Trump or disagree with us, we believe in the First
Amendment. We're going to fight for your right to speak your mind and think whatever
you want in the United States of America.

Margaret Brennan 00:10:58
We are out of time. But just to put a fine point on it, um, do you believe Vice President
Harris, who will preside over the, uh, election certification in January, that she has the
power to ask for alternate electors because you claimed Mike Pence did?

JD Vance 00:11:12

What I think Vice President Harris has the power to do is to enforce the Constitution. I'll
leave it to her what she thinks that she has to do. But Donald Trump and I are going to win
this election. He's going to be the president again, and he's going to fix what Kamala
Harris has broken.



And thank God for that, because I just want Americans to live a better life.

Margaret Brennan 00:11:30
Senator Vance, you have a busy schedule. Thank you.

JD Vance 00:11:32
Thank you. Appreciate it.



